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Introduction

Welcome to this comprehensive review of a high-quality hifi sound amplifier.
In today’s world, where music and audio play such a significant role in our
lives, having a reliable and powerful amplifier is essential for delivering an
immersive listening experience. In this review, we will be exploring the
features, characteristics, and performance of the YBA IA350 MKII amplifier.

As technology continues to advance, the demand for high-fidelity audio
reproduction has grown exponentially. Whether you are a passionate
audiophile or simply someone who appreciates crystal-clear sound, investing
in a top-notch amplifier can make all the difference. The YBA IA350 MKII
aims to fulfill this need by providing exceptional sound quality and
versatility.

Throughout this review, we will delve into the technical specifications, design
and construction, functionality, sound characteristics, and performance of
the YBA IA350 MKII. By the end of this review, you will have a
comprehensive understanding of what sets this amplifier apart and whether
it is worth considering for your audio setup.

Join us as we explore the world of the YBA IA350 MKII amplifier and
discover how it can elevate your listening experience to new heights. Get
ready to immerse yourself in rich, detailed sound reproduction that will bring
your favorite music and audio content to life. Let’s dive in!

Technical Specifications

The YBA IA350 MKII amplifier boasts impressive technical specifications that
contribute to its exceptional audio performance. With a power output of 160
watts per channel at 4 ohms and 115 watts per channel at 8 ohms, this
amplifier delivers ample power to drive a wide range of speakers.

In terms of sound quality, the IA350 MKII offers a high signal-to-noise ratio
(SNR) of 100 dB, ensuring clean and accurate sound reproduction with
minimal background noise. Additionally, the amplifier has a low total
harmonic distortion (THD), which measures at an imperceptible level,
allowing for faithful audio playback.
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This amplifier provides versatile connectivity options with one XLR input and
two RCA inputs, catering to both balanced and unbalanced audio sources. It
also features one coaxial audio output and two stereo RCA outputs, allowing
for easy integration with external devices such as power amplifiers or
standalone DACs.

The IA350 MKII supports various audio formats, including PCM up to 24-
bit/192 kHz and DSD64. It offers multiple digital inputs, including I2S
(RJ45), AES/EBU (XLR), S/PDIF, and a significantly upgraded USB input with
XMOS controller for high-quality direct connection to computers.

With a frequency response ranging from 20 Hz to 20 kHz, this amplifier
ensures accurate reproduction of the entire audible spectrum. It is
compatible with a wide range of speaker impedances, providing flexibility in
speaker selection.

Overall, the YBA IA350 MKII’s technical specifications demonstrate its
capability to deliver powerful and pristine audio performance while offering
versatile connectivity options for various audio sources.

Design and Construction

The YBA IA350 MKII amplifier boasts a sleek and stylish exterior design that
will effortlessly blend into any Hi-Fi system. The amplifier is available in a
sophisticated silver color, exuding elegance and sophistication.

Constructed with meticulous attention to detail, the IA350 MKII is built to
withstand the test of time. The materials used in its construction are of high
quality, ensuring durability and longevity. The chassis rests on three legs,
two of which are dampened to minimize vibrations, while the third features a
specially designed aluminum structure that serves as a vibration
convergence point.

One notable design feature of the IA350 MKII is its efficient cooling system.
This amplifier incorporates well-placed ventilation openings and heat sinks to
dissipate heat effectively, preventing overheating and ensuring optimal
performance even during prolonged use.

To reduce interference and maintain signal integrity, the IA350 MKII utilizes
high-quality connectors and switches. These components are carefully
selected to provide excellent conductivity and minimize signal loss. The
connectors are sturdy and secure, ensuring a reliable connection with other
audio devices.



Overall, the design and construction of the YBA IA350 MKII amplifier
showcase the brand’s commitment to excellence. From its sleek appearance
to its robust build quality, this amplifier is a testament to YBA’s dedication to
creating premium audio equipment.

Functionality

The YBA IA350 MKII amplifier offers a wide range of functionality, making it
versatile and adaptable to various audio sources. Whether you want to
connect your CD player, computer, smartphone, or other devices, this
amplifier has you covered.

With one XLR input and two RCA inputs, you have multiple options for
connecting different audio sources. This ensures compatibility with a variety
of devices, allowing you to easily switch between them without the hassle of
constantly unplugging and re-plugging cables.

In terms of operating modes, the YBA IA350 MKII provides balance controls
and tone adjustments, giving you the flexibility to fine-tune the sound
according to your preferences. Whether you prefer a more bass-heavy sound
or a brighter treble, this amplifier allows you to customize the audio output
to suit your taste.

Additionally, the YBA IA350 MKII features a range of connectivity options
beyond traditional wired connections. It includes Bluetooth 5.0 technology,
allowing you to connect your smartphone or tablet wirelessly for a seamless
and convenient listening experience. Moreover, it supports advanced
Bluetooth codecs such as LDAC and aptX HD, ensuring high-quality wireless
playback with Hi-Fi sound.

Furthermore, the amplifier offers multiple digital inputs including I12S (RJ45),
AES/EBU (XLR), S/PDIF coaxial inputs, and a USB input that has been
upgraded with a XMOS controller for superior sound quality when connected
directly to a computer.

The YBA IA350 MKII also includes a preamplifier output, which can be used
with an external power amplifier or active speakers for added flexibility in
your audio setup. Additionally, it features a coaxial S/PDIF output that can
be used as a transport for standalone DACs.

Overall, the YBA IA350 MKII excels in its functionality by providing an array
of connectivity options and convenient operating modes. Whether you prefer
wired connections or wireless streaming, this amplifier offers versatility and



ease of use, allowing you to enjoy your audio sources with exceptional sound
quality.

Sound Characteristics

The YBA IA350 MKII amplifier delivers exceptional sound characteristics that
will impress even the most discerning audiophiles. With its high-quality
components and advanced technology, this amplifier ensures a truly
immersive listening experience.

One of the standout features of the IA350 MKII is its ability to reproduce
details with stunning clarity. Every nuance and subtlety in the music is
brought to life, allowing you to hear intricate details that might have been
previously unnoticed. The instrument separation is outstanding, creating a
spacious soundstage where each instrument occupies its own distinct space.

The bass response of the IA350 MKII is tight, controlled, and impactful. It
provides a solid foundation to the music, adding depth and richness to the
overall sound. Whether you're listening to electronic beats or orchestral
compositions, the amplifier effortlessly handles low frequencies, ensuring a
satisfying and engaging listening experience.

When it comes to treble clarity, the IA350 MKII excels. The highs are crisp,
detailed, and well-extended, without any harshness or sibilance. This allows
for a smooth and natural presentation of vocals and instruments in the
higher frequency range.

The overall sound presentation of the IA350 MKII can be described as
balanced and neutral. It maintains a faithful reproduction of the original
recording, without adding any coloration or distortion. This makes it suitable
for a wide range of music genres, from classical and jazz to rock and pop.

Regardless of the music genre you prefer, the YBA IA350 MKII amplifier
elevates your listening experience by delivering an accurate and immersive
soundstage. Its ability to reproduce details, provide tight bass response,
clear treble, and maintain a balanced sound presentation ensures that you
can fully enjoy your favorite music in all its glory.

Sound Performance

The sound performance of the YBA IA350 MKII amplifier is truly exceptional.
It has the ability to transport listeners into a captivating auditory experience,
where every detail and nuance of the music comes to life.



One of the standout qualities of this amplifier is its ability to faithfully
reproduce audio signals with utmost precision. The clarity it offers is truly
remarkable, allowing for a level of detail and resolution that brings out the
subtleties in each recording. Whether it’s the delicate plucking of guitar
strings or the nuanced articulation of vocals, the IA350 MKII delivers an
incredibly accurate and transparent sound reproduction.

Furthermore, the dynamics of this amplifier are simply breathtaking. It
effortlessly captures the dynamic range of music, from whisper-quiet
passages to thunderous crescendos, without any loss of control or distortion.
The IA350 MKII handles sudden shifts in volume with finesse, ensuring a
highly engaging listening experience.

In terms of tonal balance, this amplifier strikes a perfect equilibrium across
different frequency ranges. The lows are deep and well-defined, providing a
solid foundation to the music. The midrange is rich and full-bodied, allowing
for a natural and lifelike presentation of vocals and instruments. The highs
are crisp and detailed, offering a level of sparkle and airiness that adds a
sense of realism to the overall soundstage.

Whether you're listening to classical orchestral pieces or energetic rock
tracks, the YBA IA350 MKII excels in delivering an immersive and
captivating sound performance. It effortlessly captures the essence and
emotion of each recording, allowing you to truly connect with the music on a
deeper level.

Overall, the sound performance of the YBA IA350 MKII is nothing short of
exceptional. Its ability to faithfully reproduce audio signals with clarity,
dynamics, and tonal balance across different frequency ranges sets it apart
from its competitors. If you're looking for an amplifier that can elevate your
audio experience to new heights, the IA350 MKII is undoubtedly a top
contender.

Advantages

The YBA IA350 MKII amplifier offers several significant advantages that set
it apart from its competitors in the market. Firstly, its versatile connectivity
options make it a standout choice. With one XLR input, two RCA inputs, and
a preamp output, it provides flexibility for connecting various audio sources
and external power amplifiers or active speakers. Additionally, it features
I2S (RJ45), AES/EBU (XLR), and S/PDIF coaxial inputs for digital sources, as
well as a USB input with improved quality thanks to the XMOS controller.



Furthermore, the inclusion of Bluetooth 5.0 with support for advanced
codecs like LDAC and aptX HD allows for seamless wireless playback from
smartphones or tablets, providing convenience without compromising on Hi-
Fi sound quality.

Another advantage of the YBA IA350 MKII is its exceptional build quality and
design. The sleek and minimalist front panel, along with the hidden power
switch, adds to its aesthetic appeal. The chassis is constructed with three
feet, two of which are dampened to minimize vibrations, while the third acts
as a vibration convergence point with its special aluminum construction.

In terms of performance, this amplifier excels in delivering powerful and
detailed sound reproduction. With a power output of 160 watts per channel
at 4 ohms and 115 watts per channel at 8 ohms, it provides ample power to
drive a wide range of speakers. The 32-bit DAC ensures high-resolution
audio playback with a frequency response ranging from 20 Hz to 20 kHz.

Comparing the YBA IA350 MKII with other models in its price range, it
stands out due to its comprehensive feature set and superior sound quality.
It offers a wider range of connectivity options compared to many
competitors, including both analog and digital inputs. The inclusion of
Bluetooth 5.0 with advanced codecs further enhances its versatility.

Overall, the YBA IA350 MKII amplifier offers a compelling package of
features, build quality, and exceptional audio performance. Its versatility,
connectivity options, and powerful sound reproduction make it a top choice
for audiophiles seeking a high-quality integrated amplifier in its price range.

Value for Money

The YBA IA350 MKII amplifier offers exceptional value for money with its
outstanding performance, extensive features, and competitive price. When
considering the overall package that this amplifier provides, it becomes clear
that it is a worthwhile investment for any audiophile.

In terms of performance, the IA350 MKII delivers powerful and dynamic
sound reproduction. With a power output of 160 watts per channel at 4
ohms and 115 watts per channel at 8 ohms, it is capable of driving a wide
range of speakers with ease. The high-resolution audio capabilities, including
a 32-bit DAC and support for PCM up to 24-bit/192kHz and DSD64, ensure
that you can enjoy your music in stunning detail and clarity.



The IA350 MKII also excels in terms of features. It offers a versatile range of
connectivity options, including XLR and RCA inputs, as well as coaxial and
USB inputs for digital sources. The inclusion of Bluetooth 5.0 with support
for advanced codecs like LDAC and aptX HD allows for convenient wireless
streaming without compromising on audio quality. Additionally, the amplifier
can be used as a preamplifier with its dedicated preamp output.

Considering the build quality and design of the IA350 MKII, it is evident that
YBA has spared no expense in creating a product that not only performs well
but also looks elegant. The sleek silver finish adds a touch of sophistication
to any audio setup, while the sturdy construction ensures durability.

When comparing the price of the IA350 MKII to other amplifiers in its class,
it becomes apparent that it offers excellent value. It provides a level of
performance and features that are typically found in higher-priced
amplifiers, making it an attractive option for those seeking high-quality
sound without breaking the bank.

In conclusion, the YBA IA350 MKII amplifier delivers exceptional value for
money. Its impressive performance, extensive features, and competitive
price make it a top contender in its category. Whether you are a seasoned
audiophile or a music enthusiast looking to enhance your listening
experience, the IA350 MKII is a worthwhile investment that will not
disappoint.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the YBA IA350 MKII amplifier is a standout performer in the
world of Hi-Fi audio. With its impressive technical specifications, solid design
and construction, versatile functionality, and exceptional sound
characteristics, this amplifier truly delivers a top-notch audio experience.

The IA350 MKII boasts a sleek and minimalist design, with easy-to-use
controls and a compact footprint that seamlessly blends into any audio
setup. The inclusion of both XLR and RCA inputs, as well as a preamp output
for additional power amplifiers or active speakers, ensures compatibility with
a wide range of audio sources.

One of the standout features of the IA350 MKII is its improved digital
section, featuring high-quality DACs with support for PCM up to 24-
bit/192kHz and DSD64. The USB input has also been significantly upgraded
with the inclusion of an XMOS controller, resulting in pristine sound quality
when connected directly to a computer.



For those who prefer wireless connectivity, the IA350 MKII offers Bluetooth
5.0 with support for advanced codecs such as LDAC and aptX HD, allowing
for high-fidelity wireless playback from smartphones and tablets.
Additionally, the amplifier provides various digital input options such as 12S
(RJ45), AES/EBU (XLR), and S/PDIF coaxial.

When it comes to sound performance, the IA350 MKII truly shines. Its
powerful output of 160 watts per channel at 4 ohms and 115 watts per
channel at 8 ohms ensures ample power to drive even demanding speakers.
The amplifier delivers a balanced and detailed soundstage, with excellent
clarity across the frequency range. The low-end is tight and controlled, while
the midrange remains natural and transparent. The high frequencies are
crisp and well-extended without any harshness.

Overall, the YBA IA350 MKII amplifier offers exceptional value for money. Its
combination of high-quality components, advanced features, and
outstanding sound performance make it a worthy investment for any
audiophile. Whether you're a casual listener or a dedicated music enthusiast,
this amplifier will elevate your listening experience to new heights.

For potential buyers, it is important to consider their specific needs and
preferences. If you prioritize versatility and connectivity options, the IA350
MKII's wide range of digital inputs and wireless capabilities make it an ideal
choice. Those seeking a powerful and refined sound signature will be
impressed by its clean and detailed audio reproduction. Additionally, the
amplifier’s solid build quality and stylish design ensure long-lasting durability
and aesthetic appeal.

In conclusion, the YBA IA350 MKII amplifier is a true standout in its class.
With its exceptional sound performance, versatile functionality, and excellent
value for money, it is a highly recommended choice for discerning
audiophiles looking to elevate their listening experience to new heights.



